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carried on almost the whole exportation of Russian grain from
Odessa and a large share of European commerce in the Levant.
Being good and courageous sailors, they made quick voyages at
slight expense, for the crew consisted of the relatives of the
owner and shared in the profits. It was said in 1816 that they
had about 600 vessels and 17,000 sailors; they had established
colonies of Greek merchants in the chief ports of the Mediter-
ranean (Marseilles, Leghorn, Trieste, and Odessa) and even in
London and Liverpool,

By contact with the civilized countries the Greeks advanced
in civilization. Theii merchants, enriched by the new trade,
founded schools "for the instruction of Greek youth at Bucha-
rest, Corfu, and Constantinople. The Greek language, debased
by centuries of barbarism, began to recover its purity. By the
labour? of Coral, a practical compromise was found between the
vulgar tongue and classical Greek*

Through education the Greeks became conscious of their na-
tionality. -The French Revolution aroused them;* later the
destruction of the Republic of Venice created, in the Ionian Isles,
an Hellenic centre independent of the Sultan. These France
erected into the Republic of the Seven Isles. After their capture
by England they were placed under an English governor with
a special administration (1815).

The Greeks were scattered all over the Ottoman Empire, on
the coasts and in the large cities. But a compact Greek popula-
tion, in the southern part of European Turkey, occupied Morea,
Romaic (central Greece), Thessaly, and the islands. There were
among them Albanian and Slavic Christians who were rapidly
becoming Hellenized- In these regions there were Hellenic
groups with enough strength of organization to have thoughts
of national independence.

In Morea, where there were few Mussulmans, each Christian
community was administered by its own notables; for the coun-
try as a whole the assembly of primates, elected by delegates
from the communes, met each year with the Mussulman Pasha
at Tripolitza. In Maina (ancient Laconia) the mountaineers, the
Mainotes, remained armed, with leaders entrenched in strong
castles and carrying on petty warfare with ojie another.

* Rhigas, the Greek patriot of Thessaly, composed a national hymn:
*' Rise, sons of Greece, the time of deliverance is nigh." The Austrian
police handed him over to the Pasha of Belgrade, who had him drowned